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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "An" in line 1 
should be replaced with "A". Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said docking portion" in line 4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language, 

4. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morikawa et aL, 
US 5,528,285, 

In regard to claim 26, Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285, discloses a method of 
displaying digital images comprising: 
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coupling a digital camera (see figure 2, element 102) to a camera mount 
(see figure 2, 150) wherein the camera mount is electrically connected to said 
digital camera (see column 3, lines 20-30); and 

displaying digital images on an LCD (see figure 2, element 103) of said 
digital camera (see column 14, lines 4-14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.- Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which, the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 2, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422. 

In regard to claim 1, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses a camera dock (see 
figure 2) comprising: 

a mounting portion (see figure 2, element 208) for receiving a digital 
camera comprising a monitor (see figure 7, element 300) for viewing images; 

a support portion (see figure 2, element 100) pivotally coupled to said 
docking portion wherein said support portion is in contact with a surface (see 
column 4, lines 20-24); 
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wherein said mounting portion further comprises a port (see figure 2, 
element 212) for receiving a cable for power and data connections wherein said 
cable is connected to a processor of another device (see column 4, lines 3-20 and 
column 5, lines 57-67). 

The Ganthier reference does not disclose that the monitor is an LCD 
monitor. Official Notice is taken for the use an LCD monitor with a digital 
camera. It would have been obvious to configure the Ganthier camera to 
comprise an LCD monitor in order to have a compact size, perfectly flat screen, 
and superior image quality. 

In regard to claim 2, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
claiml, where said cable is a USB cable (see column 3, lines 30-32). 

In regard to claim 4, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
claim 1, wherein said support portion further comprises an indent on a bottom portion of 
the support portion (see figure 6, elements 136 and 138) so as to allow said cable to pass 
under the support portion with sufficient room so as to not lift the support portion off of 
the surface (see column 5, lines 36-39). 
7. Claims 3, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ganthier et aL, US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285. 

In regard to claim 3, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
claim 1 . The Ganthier reference does not disclose that the mounting portion further 
comprises at least one function button for activating/deactivating a first function. 
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Morikawa et al, US 5,528,285, discloses a camera mount with several function 
buttons including a selector switch for switching between the different modes of the 
device (see column 37, lines 16-21). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of 
Morikawa et al, US 5,528,285, to have a function button to switch between the different 
modes of the device in order to make the camera less complicated to operate by 
controlling multiple functions with the one button instead of multiple buttons. 

In regard to claim 12, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 1 . The Ganthier reference does not disclose that the mounting portion further 
comprises a light-emitting diode indicating a status of the camera dock. 

The Morikawa reference discloses a camera docking station an LED (see figure 2, 
element 154) for indicating a communication state (see column 7, lines 31-32). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of 
Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285, to comprise a light-emitting diode for indicating a 
communication state in order for the user to easily recognize the status of the camera by 
looking at the indicator. 

In regard to claim 13, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 1. The Ganthier reference does not disclose that camera is mounted to said dock 
such that said LCD faces a user. 
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The Morikawa reference discloses a camera docking station (see figure 33, 
element 1 150) with a retaining portion where the user places the camera (see figure 33, 
element 1 100) with the LCD (see 30, element 1 103) facing them and the camera is also 
tilted in the holder to provide a better view for the user (see column 36, lines 6-10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of 
Morikawa et al, US 5,528,285, to have the camera mounted to the dock such that the 
LCD faces the user in order to provide a better view for the user while reviewing the 
images captured by the camera on the screen, 
8, Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ganthier et 
al., US 6,081,422, in view of Yanagisawa, 5,223,875. 

In regard to claim 5, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 1. Ganthier does not disclose that the support portion further comprises an 
infrared sensor for remote operation of the dock. 

Yanagisawa, US 5,223,875, discloses a camera mount with an infrared sensor (see 
figure 4, element 3) that receives signals from a remote control device (see figure 4, 
element 4) to permit a remote shutter release operation and also to rotate the camera by 
remote operation (see column 1, lines 43-50). Yanagisawa teaches the camera is 
arranged to permit taking a picture under remote control have the an object to be 
photographed in the center of the picture plane (see column 1, lines 43-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of 
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Yanagisawa, 5,223,875, to have an infrared sensor to permit a remote image capture and 
rotation of the camera by remote control in order for the user to operate the camera 
movement and capture image from a distance with the object of the picture centered in 
the picture frame. 

9, Claims 6-11 are rejected under 35 ILS.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ganthier et aL, US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285 and Inubushi et al., 
US 6,148,075. 

In regard to claim 6, Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, discloses the camera dock of 
claim 1 . The Ganthier reference does not disclose that the mounting portion further 
comprises at least one illuminated button for activating/deactivating a first function. 

Morikawa et al, US 5,528,285, discloses a camera mount with several function 
buttons including: a selector switch for switching between the different modes of the 
device , tuning buttons, and a power ON/OFF button (see column 37, lines 16-21). 

Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, teaches using illuminated buttons on an electronic 
device, in this case a mobile phone, to enable the user to operate the device even in the 
night or in dark places (see column 1, lines 12-18). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of 
Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, to have an illuminated 
function buttons to switch between the to control various functions of the device and that 
can be operated in a dark place. 
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In regard to claim 7, modify Ganthier et aL, US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa 
et al., US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 6. The Morikawa reference discloses wherein said first function is selected is a TV 
mode wherein the TV Tuner (see figure 35, element 1336) receives predetermined TV 
signals selected by using the tuning buttons (see column 10, lines 27-29). 

In regard to claim 8, modify Ganthier et al, US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa 
et al., US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 1 . The Morikawa reference discloses wherein said mounting portion further 
comprises a first button (see figure 32, element 1 159: top button), a second button (see 
figure 32, element 1 159: bottom button) and a third button (see figure 32, element 1 158) 
wherein each button activates/deactivates a particular function (see column 37, lines 16- 
22). 

In regard to claim 9, modify Ganthier et al, US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa 
et al., US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 8. The Morikawa reference discloses that the first button activates/deactivates a 
television function (see column 37, lines 21-22). 

In regard to claim 10, modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa 
et al., US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 8: The Ganthier reference does not disclose that the second illuminated button 
activates/deactivates a printer function. 

The Morikawa reference discloses an embodiment wherein the camera dock 
comprises a card seal printer with a plurality of key switches that the user uses to 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,457 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2615 

selectively instructs various processes including a printing process (see column 48, lines 
3-15). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of 
Morikawa et al. 3 US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, to have a illuminated 
function button to instruct a printing process. 

In regard to claim 11, modify Ganthier et al., US 6,081,422, in view of Morikawa 
et al., US 5,528,285, and Inubushi et al., US 6,148,075, discloses the camera dock of 
Claim 8. The Ganthier reference implies that when the camera operation is selected with 
the function button, the camera will communicate with the PC (see column 5, lines 62- 
65). 

10, Claims 14 and 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mclntyre et aL, US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et aL, US 5,081,478. 

In regard to claim 14, Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, discloses a camera mount 
comprising: 

a hosting device (tripod) including a flat surface for mounting a camera 
including a user interface (see column 3, lines 15-25); 

a hollow post (see figure 6, element 13) on said flat surface wherein said 
post is sized to fit within a mounting hole of the camera (see column 3, line 63 to 
column 4, line 6); and 

wherein the user interface of the camera also functions as the user 
interface of the hosting device (see column 4, lines 50-60). 
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The Mclntyre reference does not disclose a trigger device for raising and lowering 
a first connector located within the hollow post wherein said first connector mates with a 
complementary connector located within the mounting hole of the camera. 

Hayashida et al., US 5,081,478, discloses a camera mount with a mount screw 
(136) that may be inserted into the screw hole of the camera, and then the operation knob 
(133) or trigger may be rotated to raise the screw into threaded engagement with the hole 
so that the mount can be fixed to the camera (see column 6, lines 37-51). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of 
Hayashida et al., US 5,081,478, to have a trigger device for raising and lowering a first 
connector located within the hollow post wherein said first connector mates with a 
complementary connector located within the mounting hole of the camera in order to 
have the mount fixed to the camera or disconnected from the camera. 

In regard to claim 19, Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of claim 14, wherein the first connector is 
located within said hollow post (see column 4, lines 15-16: The inside of the hollow post 
is the first contact.). 

In regard to claim 20, Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al, 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of claim 14, wherein the trigger device is 
coupled to a mechanical linkage for raising and lowering the first connector (see 
Hayashida: see column 6, lines 37-51). 
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In regard to claim 21, Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et ah, 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of claim 14, wherein the post press-fits snugly 
into the mounting hole of the camera (see column 4, lines 38-49). 

In regard to claim 22, Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of Claim 14, wherein the post is threaded (see 
column 4, lines 40-41). 

In regard to claim 23, Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of Claim 14, wherein the post is made of 
rubber (see column 4, lines 41-43). 

In regard to claims 24 and 25, Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, in view of 
Hayashida et al, US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of Claim 14. The Mclntyre 
reference discloses from figures 2-8 that there are several ways to configure the 
electromechanical connection between the camera hole and the mounting screw. In 
figure 8, flag shaped contacts 35 A and B connected to the camera are lowered into the 
screw hole to complete the circuit (see column 4, lines 17-26). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have been 
motivated to modify Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., US 
5,081,478, to have the first connector include a flag-shaped contact to complete the 
circuit with a flag-shaped contact in the camera hole. 
11. Claims 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mclntyre et al M US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et aL, US 5,081,478, as applied to claim 
14 above, and further in view of Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285. 
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In regard to claim 15, Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of claim 14. 

The Mclntyre and Hayashida references do not disclose that the first connector is 
coupled to a power source. 

Morikawa et al, US 5,528,285, discloses a portable TV telephone apparatus with 
an image pickup device that couples to a station with an input/output port to connect to 
the apparatus and a power output terminal whereby the station is electrically connected to 
the apparatus in order to supply power to the TV telephone apparatus (see column 3, lines 
20-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, in view of 
Hayashida et al, US 5,081,478, in further view of Morikawa et al, US 5,528,285, to have 
the first connector coupled to a power source in order to supply power to the camera 
when connected to the mount. 

In regard to claim 18, Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, in further view of Morikawa et al., US 5,528,285, discloses the camera 
mount of claim 14, wherein the first connector includes pins for power connections to a 
power supply of the camera (see figure 3, element 152 and column 3, lines 20-29: The 
I/O port has pins to make an electrical connection to the TV telephone apparatus). 
12. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mclntyre et aL, US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., US 5,081,478, as applied to claim 
14 above, and further in view of Squilla et aL, US 6,078,756. 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,457 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2615 

In regard to claim 16, Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, discloses the camera mount of claim 14. 

Mclntyre and Hayashida references do not disclose that the first connector is 
coupled to a memory device. 

Squilla et al., US 6,078,756, discloses a camera mount that transmits data to the 
memory of an attached camera through a cable connection (see column 4, lines 38-52). 
The additional information sent to the camera is stored along with the image data in 
memory (see column 4, lines 52-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Mclntyre et al., US 5,598,237, in view of 
Hayashida et al, US 5,081,478, in further view of Squilla et al., US 6,078,756, to have 
the first connector coupled to a memory device in order to save additional information 
along with the image data. 

In regard to claim 17, Mclntyre et al, US 5,598,237, in view of Hayashida et al., 
US 5,081,478, in further view of Squilla et al., US 6,078,756, discloses the camera mount 
of claim 14, wherein the first connector includes pins for data connections to a memory 
of the camera (see Squilla: column 4, lines 47-50: The RS-232 connector contain pins for 
making the data connections.) 



Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following art discloses camera mounts: 
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US 6,400,903, 
US 5,382,167, 
US 6,628,325, 
US 6,195,513, 
US 6,657,654. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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